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Monday 8" June 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,
RE: Year 7 Transition to Tor Bridge High

| hope that this letter finds you well and that your child has had a great start to the final term of
their primary school journey. We are thrilled to be welcoming you and your child to be part of our
Tor Bridge High community and, although they do not officially join us until September, our
partnership begins now so that we can best prepare your child for their transition from primary to
secondary school, one of the most pivotal moments in a young person’s educational journey. We
appreciate what an exciting and nervous time this is for all, including parents and carers. Please
feel reassured that we are committed to ensuring that your child has a smooth and positive
transition to Tor Bridge High so that they feel a sense of belonging from the outset.

Introducing the Transition Team
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Mrs Davison Ms Cretch Mrs Turner Miss Walters
Director of Attendance & Head of Year 7 Operational SENDCO Intervention & Medical
Engagement Needs Coordinator

rdavison@torbridge.net ajcretch@torbridge.net sturner@torbridge.net iwalter@torbridge.net

Getting to Know Our New Year 7s

Now that the Year 6 SATS are finished, the Tor Bridge High transition process is fully underway. All
the information we need to ensure a smooth transition has been shared with us from primary
colleagues through our Transition Portal, and our specialist Transition Team have begun visiting the
Year 6 children in their primaries; they will continue to work closely with the Year 6 primary school
teachers and staff to ensure we know as much as possible about your child before they start with us
to ensure they have the strongest start to Year 7.

During our primary school visits, we will introduce your child to some of our wonderful student
ambassadors; our core values of Courage, Love and Ambition; explain our routines and
procedures; and provide an opportunity for the children to ask any questions they may have about
starting Year 7.

Induction Days: Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2™ July 2026
We offer two new Year 7 Induction Days for all children joining Tor Bridge High this coming

September: Wednesday 1° and Thursday 2" July. Please bring your child directly to our main
entrance on these dates for a 9:00am start. These days will finish at 2:30pm.
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On the first induction day, children should wear their primary school uniform; on the second day,
they should wear their primary PE uniform and trainers as they will be taking part in a range of
creative arts and sports activities. Lunch will be provided for your child on both days; if your
child has a special dietary requirement, please email Mrs Davison directly (rdavison@torbridge.net)
by Friday 12* June 2026. Your child will need to bring the following with them on their Induction
Days:

a snack for Break 1

a pencil case and stationery

a named water bottle

a named sun hat and sun cream or waterproof coat - as the weather dictates

Welcome Evening: Thursday 2™ July 2026 (Event starts at 5:00pm)
We are looking forward to hosting our Year 7 Welcome Evening on Thursday 2" July. This is a really

important evening and our first opportunity to get to know each other. You will have a short
presentation from our Headteacher, Mrs Stephenson; meet your child’s Tutor, the Head of Year 7 and
other key staff in our school; have the opportunity to try on and order school uniform and school PE
kit. We believe in starting our journey together by being proud of our uniform and we gift our Year
7 students with their first TBH tie to create a sense of belonging to our Team Tor Bridge
community. Further information regarding uniform is available on our website. Please contact us if
you have any queries. In the meantime, please find below information about our school uniform:

Item Information

Blazer TBH fitted jacket to be worn at all times unless permission to remove (to be purchased
from Trutex www.plymouthonlinestore.trutex.com)

Trousers or skirt  [Black, tailored school trousers or tailored shorts; Black, Tor Bridge High approved school

skirt (must be box pleated and appropriate length)

Shirt White school shirt

Tie Orange and black striped school tie

Shoes Plain black polishable shoes (no coloured markings)

Tights/socks Tights and socks when worn with a skirt or shorts should be black (non-branded)

School bag IAn A4 size school bag (Handbags are not acceptable), which can contain books, PE kit and

a pencil case

Pencil case Must contain: « Black pens (at least two) « Green pen « Pencil « Ruler « Reading ruler

« Eraser « Highlighter « Scientific calculator for maths and science

'Yondr mobile-
phone pouch

Students will be issued with a personal Yondr pouch; they are required to bring their
pouch to and from school each day and are responsible for its care

PE polo shirt

TBH PE top (to be purchased from KitWorld https://kitworld.uk/product-category/school-

clubs/torbridge-high-pe/)

Jogging bottoms or
shorts

Plain black jogging bottoms or shorts without any branding/logos

Trainers

Sports trainers with a rubber sole that is designed to be worn for running, playing sports
etc.

Studded footwear

Artificial Grass (AG) boots: they feature many shorter, rounded, and often hollow studs
that distribute weight perfectly on 3G, OR Moulded Firm Ground (FG) boots - a multi-
purpose option: round, plastic studs rather than blades
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Enhanced Transition

We recognise that for some children with Special Education Needs & Disabilities (SEND), the move
from primary to secondary education can be particularly challenging, and that they may require
additional support with their transition to Year 7. These children are identified by your child’s
primary school and we work in partnership to provide a tailored Enhanced Transition programme to
support a smooth transition and a strong start in September. We have written separately to
parents/carers of children who are invited to attend these specially designed sessions.

First Day of Term - Monday 7" September 2026 (8:30am - 3:00pm)

At Tor Bridge High, we believe in providing the strongest of starts for our Year 7 students. Year 7s
begin their secondary school journey before other year groups in order to provide them with

the love and support they need from their very first day. Year 7 will have the school to

themselves on the first day of the Autumn term, starting on Monday 7" September, and

complete two induction days in order to settle in, bond with others and understand our routines and
expectations in more detail. This is a key part of their transition to their Tor Bridge High
community. We put a lot of time and planning into these days as they are invaluable in helping us to
get to know our new students and they enable many to combat anxieties and some of the worries of
moving up to a big secondary school. Our experience shows that successful induction is so

important to making our new students feel part of our community quickly. Please support your child
to attend these key induction days and the first few weeks to ensure the strongest possible start to
their secondary school education.

On their first day, your child should arrive promptly to school at 8:30am via the main entrance and
in the correct school uniform. They will be warmly greeted by their Tutors, their Head of Year and
other staff. The morning will begin with uniform and equipment checks, biometrics and school photos;
there will also be an official school photo to mark their first day of ‘BIG’ school! The rest of the day
will be spent getting to know each other, practising routines and attending lessons. Students will be
dismissed at 3pm via the main gate. The Year 7 Team will be on hand to answer any questions.

Throughout the first week, we will carry out a thorough induction programme: students will have time
to get to know the Tutor and other students, Tor Bridge High expectations and daily routines, how to
complete home-learning and become familiar with the physical layout of the building. We are
confident that by the end of their first week, students will feel safe and secure, know what is expected
of them and have formed new relationships with peers and staff.

Modern Languages in Year 7

Your child will study either French or Spanish. The languages staff will normally make this decision
based on which language children studied at primary school. However, if you have a strong
preference as to which language they should study, please email Ms Simpson directly
(nsimpson@torbridge.net ) by Friday 12" June 2026. We appreciate your input, and where
possible, we will do our best to accommodate your choice. Final language allocations will be
confirmed during the first week of Term 1.
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Rugby and Basketball Academies

Our Team Tor Bridge Rugby and Basketball Academy trials took place in May. Scott Williams, our
Curriculum Leader of PE (swilliams@torbridge.net ), will be in contact over the forthcoming weeks
regarding the outcome of the trials and with more detailed information in relation to our Rugby and
Basketball Academies.

My Child At School (MCAS) App

We use MCAS to communicate with parents/carers in order to provide you with better access to
important information about your child’s education. Within the next few days, you will receive an
email inviting you to download the free MCAS Parent App, log in and set a password. Further
information about this process can be found on our website: MCAS | Tor Bridge High

Transition Coffee Events

You are invited to our Transition Coffee Morning on Monday 22" June (9:00am - 10:00am) and
Transition Coffee Afternoon on Monday 29" June (4:00pm - 5:00pm). These friendly and relaxed
sessions are the perfect way to meet other parents/carers and to ask any questions you might have
about transition.

Lastly, we regularly post updates on our social media platforms. Keep up to date with all things
Team Tor Bridge by following us on the links below:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TorBridgeHigh

Instagram: torbridgehigh.ig
Website: https://www.torbridge.net/tbh-home

Thank you very much for taking the time to read all of the information included in this letter. Please
look out for regular communication and updates from us regarding your child’s Transition to Tor Bridge
High.

We very much look forward to meeting you and working with you and your child to ensure a successful
transition and the strongest of starts to Year 7.

Yours Sincerely,

Mrs Tracy Stephenson Mrs Rachael Davison Ms Amanda Cretch
Headteacher Assistant Headteacher Head of Year 7
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